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The Distinguished Scientist Award recognizes American Heart Association members who
have made major and independent contributions to research anchored in cardiovascular,
stroke, or brain health. Please review the nomination guidelines carefully. Incomplete or

non-compliant nominations will not be considered.

Council Nomination Eligibility

Nominees must be active Premium Professional or Premium Professional Plus members
in good standing at the time of nomination. Fellow of the American Heart Association
(FAHA) status is not required. To confirm membership status, contact your Council
Account Manager or Distinguishedscientists@heart.org.

Self-nominations are not accepted.

Previous nominees may be reconsidered; however, candidates submitted three times
without selection are encouraged to wait at least three years before resubmission.

Councils are encouraged to collaborate on cross-disciplinary nominations.

Nomination Process

The Nominator is responsible for:

Confirming the nominee’s willingness to be nominated

Coordinating with the nominee to complete the full nomination packet.

Preparation of Nomination Materials

All submitted materials form the sole basis for review and should clearly and concisely
demonstrate the nominee’s qualifications. Make certain that the factual content of
materials can readily be used to conduct a clear, uniform, objective, and unbiased
review.

Please note that detailed contact information is required for the individuals
submitting the nomination.

e Completed Application Form

e Acitation (100 words or less) summarizing the nominee’s key achievements. (This is a

section of the nomination form.)

e Two Recommendation Letters

v Letter writers must be active Premium Professional or Premium Professional Plus
members who are familiar with the candidate’s work and its impact within the
field.

o The Proposer's letter should not exceed 750 words.

o The Seconder’s letter should not exceed 350 words.
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v" The Nominator may serve as the Proposer if they are an active Premium
Professional or Premium Professional Plus member.

v Letters should clearly describe the nominee’s major scientific achievements,
theirimpact (in relation to the assessment criteria), and leadership, and should
not emphasize American Heart Association volunteer service.

*  Current curriculum vitae

» Bibliography of up to 20 significant publications

* Five digital copies of major publications

» Recent head/shoulder photograph (JPEG format)
Recognition

The elected Distinguished Scientists and Council Chairs will be notified in late May.
Selections will be announced through the Association’s digital channels, journals,
and the Scientific Sessions program.

Awardees will be recognized at Scientific Sessions, receive complimentary VIP registration, a
framed certificate, and a travel stipend to support attendance.

Nomination Submission Deadline

The deadline for submissions is Friday, March 20, 2026. Late submissions will not be
accepted.

Questions

If you have questions about the American Heart Association Distinguished Scientist
Award nomination criteria or process, please contact
Distinguishedscientists@heart.org.
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